Sample Formation Radio Calls for

Typical T-6A Aircrew Training Device (ATD) /

Operational Flight Training (OFT) Mission
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VHF TX

Reviewed by 558 FTS/DOT, (Training Flight), 1 Feb 04

	ATC Agency / Freq (CH)
Phase of Mission
	Flight Lead
	Wingman

	
	
	

	Formation Discrete VHF / Interflight
	* “SCUBA, Check Victor”
	* “2”

	Hangover Ground / CH 1 UHF
	** “SCUBA, Check”
	** “2”

	
	
	

	Hangover Ground / CH 1 UHF
	** “Hangover Ground, SCUBA 21, taxi, Delta [ATIS CODE]”
	

	
	
	

	“SCUBA 21, taxi runway 14R, cleared FALLS6, squawk 4211”
	** “SCUBA 21, runway 14R, 4211”
	** “2” (Informs # 1, #2 understands the clearance/squawk)

	
	
	

	Visual signal to Hangover Tower / CH 2 UHF in EOR after completion of Overspeed Governor and Before Takeoff Checks
	
	

	
	
	

	Hangover Tower / CH 2 UHF
	** “SCUBA, Check”
	** “2”

	Hangover Tower / CH 2 UHF
	** “Hangover Tower, SCUBA 21, number one (or in sequence, as appropriate)”
	

	“SCUBA 21, Cleared for takeoff, change to departure, CH 5”
	** “SCUBA 21, cleared for takeoff”
	

	
	** “SCUBA 21, departing, go CH 5”
	** “2”

	
	
	

	San Antonio Departure / CH 5 UHF
	** “San Antonio Departure, SCUBA 21, passing 2,000 for 3,000, request RAN formation, low”
	

	“SCUBA 21, ident” or “SCUBA 21, ident observed…”
	
	

	“SCUBA 21, radar contact 4 miles south of Randolph, cleared 6, 9 low, climb and maintain 13,000, upon reaching 13,000 cleared direct 6, 9 low”
	** “SCUBA 21, passing 3,000 for 13,000, direct 6,9 low when level at 13,000.”
	

	
	
	

	Passing 10,000’ MSL
	* “SCUBA, climb check” or visual signal – hand cupped over oxygen mask
	* “2”

	
	* “SCUBA 1, good OBOGS, good pressure”
	* “2, same”

	
	
	

	Level @ 13,000’ MSL and 200 KIAS
	* “SCUBA 2, take spacing” or visual signal – pumping closed fist with thumb out, pointing toward tail of aircraft/6 o’clock
	

	
	
	

	- OR – Level @ 13,000’ MSL and approaching 200 KIAS
	* “SCUBA, climb/level-off check, take spacing”
	

	Prior to rejoining all the way to close/fingertip position – if not checked in from checks, maintain route position/spacing until checked in/
	* “SCUBA 1, good OBOGS, good pressure”
	* ‘2, same”

	
	
	

	Descending into vertical and lateral confines/boundaries of assigned MOA area
	* “SCUBA, FENCE-in” automatic UHF radio channel change to CH 7
	* “2”

	
	
	

	SAT Apprch/Depart / CH 7 UHF (MOA monitor)
	** “San Antonio, SCUBA 21, established 6,9 low”
	

	
	
	

	After completion of G-Exercise, prior to visual signal for rejoin
	* “SCUBA 1, 950, 4 G’s”
	* “2, same”

	
	
	

	Close Trail (CT)
	* “SCUBA 2, go close trail”
	* “2”

	
	
	* “2, in” (FL may begin to increase CT maneuvering)

	Practice Lost Wingman (PLW) Exercise – after establishing formation in the desired PLW situation/scenario (must remain VMC)
	* “SCUBA 2, go practice lost wingman”
	* “2” (Transition to instruments, apply appropriate LW procedures, then…)

* “Scuba 1 roll-out, 2 is practice lost wingman” or 

* “Scuba 2 is practice lost wingman”

	
	* “SCUBA 1, wings level, 10,000 feet, heading 140, 200 KIAS”
	* “2”

	
	
	* “2, visual”

	
	* “SCUBA 2, rejoin left/right turning/straight-ahead” or use visual signal to direct rejoin


	* “2”

	
	
	

	Practice Breakout (NOTE – Treat all breakouts, whether planned for practice or not, as an actual breakout…you never know…)
	* “SCUBA 2, breakout”
	* “Scuba 2 is breaking out”

	Extended Trail (ET) Exercise
	If a significant period of time (~10-15 minutes) has passed since the last full-up OPs check, recommend directing an OPs check prior to beginning ET maneuvering

* “SCUBA, ops check”
* “SCUBA 1, 650”
	* “2, same”

	
	* “SCUBA 2, go extended trail exercise”, #1 initiates a MAX power, level, 2-3 turn away from the wingman, after # 2’s acknowledgement
	* “2”

	
	* No acknowledgement of # 2’s “in” call is required; it can be acknowledged, if so desired.  # 1 sets power @ (85% low areas/MAX hi areas/or as briefed) and begins ET maneuvering after positively confirming # 2’s position in the ET cone
	* “2, in”, after establishing aircraft position in ET cone and power set (85% low areas/MAX hi areas/or as briefed)

	
	* “SCUBA, terminate” ANY flight member can call Knock-It-Off (KIO) or Terminate (KIO – for safety of flight issues, floor, min range, bingo, over-G, area boundaries, stranger traffic, dangerous situation developing, emergency, NORDO, etc…/ Terminate – desired learning objectives achieved (DLOs), range, etc.)  KIO and terminate radio drills are identical.
	

	
	* “SCUBA 1, terminate”
	* “SCUBA 2, terminate”

	
	* “SCUBA 1, 650, 4 G’s”
	* “2, same”

	
	* “SCUBA 2, rejoin left/right turning/straight-ahead, rejoin to 3” – or use visual signal to direct rejoin
	* “2”

	
	
	

	Battle Damage Check
	* “SCUBA 2, battle damage check” or use visual signal to direct – thumb and forefinger forming a check sign
	

	
	
	

	FENCE-out/Descent Check
	* “SCUBA, fence-out” – Sweep ATIS standby or RMU UHF CH 18, accomplish Descent Check and auto change to CH 5 UHF
	* “2”

	
	* “SCUBA, final ops check, 1, 400”
	* “2, 400”

	
	** “SCUBA, check” / CH 5 UHF
	** “2”

	
	
	

	SAT Approach /CH 5 UHF
	** “San Antonio Approach, SCUBA 21, request AUGER-LO, SPUR with Echo”
	

	“SCUBA 21, descend and maintain 6,000, cleared AUGER-LO SPUR”
	** “SCUBA 21, passing 7,000 for 6,000, cleared AUGER-LO SPUR” 
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	@ SPUR (Rwy 14R)
(KARNES Rwy 32L)
	* “SCUBA, push CH 2” – Auto Terminate @ SPUR = auto radio change to CH 2 UHF and squawk 1200
	No response

	
	
	

	Hangover Tower / CH 2 UHF
	** “SCUBA, check”
	** “2”

	
	** “Hangover Tower, SCUBA 21, SPUR with Echo”
	

	“SCUBA 21, Foxtrot is current, altimeter 30.02, winds 150/10, report VFR entry”
	** “SCUBA 21, 30.02”
	

	
	
	

	@ Truckstop
	** “SCUBA 21, Truckstop”
	

	
	
	

	@ VFR Entry
	** “SCUBA 21, VFR entry, (request straight-in)” 
	

	
	
	

	@ Initial
	** “SCUBA 21, Initial [fuel, if planned full stop]”
	

	
	
	

	@ Perch
	** “SCUBA 21, gear down, [full stop]”
	** “SCUBA 22, gear down [full stop]”

	“SCUBA 21, cleared to land”, winds 150/10”

“SCUBA 22, cleared to land”
	
	

	
	
	

	@ 5 NM point (straight-in)
	** “SCUBA 21, 5 miles [fuel, if planned full stop]”
	

	“SCUBA 21, cleared straight-in”
	
	

	
	
	

	@ 2 NM point (straight-in) – After visual confirmation and thumbs-up passed between # 1 and # 2
	** “SCUBA 21, 2 miles, gear down [full stop]”
	

	
	
	

	Clear of runway, holding short of main parallel taxiway – Formation auto switches to Hangover Ground / CH 1 UHF
	** “SCUBA, check”
	** “2”

	
	** “Hangover Ground, SCUBA 21, Clear of 14R/32L at Golf 3 [or appropriate taxiway identifier], taxi to park”
	

	“SCUBA 21, give way to a flight of 2 T-37’s taxing out on the main parallel, then taxi to park”
	** “SCUBA 21, T-37’s in sight, giving way, then taxi to park”
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